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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


NONALINED SUMMIT COMMUNICATION FACILITIES--The first television transmission 
from Cuba to overseas by way of the Intelstat satellite communications 
system has taken place in Havana. The signals received in Belgrade, Yugo- 
slavia were said to be very satisfactory by the engineers and technicians 
of that country's land station, This transmission is made as one of the 
many during the sixth [nonalined] summit and it pointed out the quality of 
the installations set up by the communications ministry to provide services 
for the important event. Today new radio and television transmissions will 
be sent abroad using the Caribe land station, which has been equipped with 
the Intersputnik system since its establishment, and now is expanded to 
include the Intelstat system. The Caribe land station is one of four in the 
world which has the two existing communication by satellite systems. Tele- 
phone, telegraph and telex system communications and radio-photos go over- 
seas by way of satellites through the 64 Intersputnik channels and another 
9 Link-up channels provided by one of the Intelsat satellites. Engineer 
Salvador Gutierrez, director of radio communications of the Cuban com- 
munications ministry, has reported that all the services to be provided 

for the sixth summit in this field are operating satisfactorily and they 
have the necessary service to guarantee adequate quality for the users. 
[Text] [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 28 Aug 79 FL] 
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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


TELECOM AUSTRALIA TO BUY SYSTEM FROM JAPANESE F IRM 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 3 Aug 79 p 13 
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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


INDONES IA-MALAYSIA COMMUNICATIONS ACCORD--Jakarta, 22 Aug (ANTARA)-- 
Indonesia and Malaysia on 21 August agreed to finalize development and 
maintenance of the Menang submarine cable communication system agreement 
between the Malaysian telecommunications department (Jabatan Talikom 
Malaysia--JTM) and the Indonesian telecommunications company Perumtel and 
an agreement on the leasing of the Palapa satellite capacity for Malaysia's 
domestic communication purposes. The agreements constituted the fundamen- 
tal decision approved at a meeting between delegates of the two countries 
held in the Directorate General of Posts and Telecommunications here on 

21 August. The meeting was the follow up of previous meetings held in 
Penang at the end of May, in Medan in the first week of June and in Kuala 
Lumpur in July presided over by Dr. Surjadi, director general of posts and 
telecommunications of Indonesia and Tan Sri Datuk Mohamed Hassan Bin Abdul 
Wahab of Malaysia as the vice chairman, [Excerpt] [Jakarta ANTARA in 
English 0707 GMT 23 Aug 79 BK] Steps are being taken to connect rural 
areas throughout Malaysia through satellite communications from July 1980. 
An agreement, providing for Maiaysia to use Indonesia's Palapa communica- 
tions satellite system to make this possible, was signed in Kuala Lumpur 
on 29 August. The service will cost about 1.7 million ringgit annually. 

It will be able to provide 400 telephone circuits on 24 telex channels or 
one television channel. Indonesia and Malaysia also signed another agree- 
ment for the construction and maintenance of an undersea communication Link 
between Penang and Medan, [Text] [Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 29 Aug 79 BK) 
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AUSTRALIA 


DETAILED PLANS FOR AUGUST SATELLITE TESTS REPORTED 


NSW, Queensland TV Tests 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 31 Jul 79 p 10 


[Article by Des Partridge] 


[Text] Thirteen Queensland towns without television will be among 35 to re- 


ceive programmes beamed 16,000 kilometres from Canada in a television satllite 


experiment beginning on Sunday. 
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The 3‘ Queenviand towns, plus 12 in western New South Wales, will be guinea 
pigs in a -ommunications experiment with far-reaching amy nie 











' 


a4 





Wf swt ap 
oft fy al May t,t 
ore re i 


a 
f hin Ha 


be 
HE 


HA i 


by ets 


ay yee etm 
i hi “i Pn 
KR He ea yr ea 


7 it i 


i Ha 








i 


zhy 











Nationwide Telephone Tests 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 4 Aug 79 p 11 


[Excerpts] Telephone calls from Longreach to other parts of Australia next 
Thursday and Friday will be sent to Canada before reaching their destination. 


Telecom will comduct trials from Longreach next week ard Emerald the following 
week on the possible use of a satellite to provide automatic telephone and 
telex services for remote areas in Queensland. 


Telephone calls made from Longreach and Emerald during the tests will travel 
by way of a Canadian satellite over the Pacific Ocean to a grourmi station in 
Ottawa, Canada. 


They will come back through the satellite to a ground station at Yeppoon, Cen- 
tral Queensland, and from there to the number dialled from Longreach or 
Emerald. 


Telecom had been studying satellite technology for 15 years, a Telecom spokes- 
man said. 


Telephone traffic between Sydney and Perth was carried by satellite before tiie 
introduction of the east-west microwave link. 


The Federal Post and Telecommunications Minister (Mr. Staley) and Telecom 
State manager (Mr. P. Dubois) will attend the Longreach trials on Thursday, 
with State and Federal politicians and local authority officials. 


Results of the tests will be analysed by Telecom's Melbourne laboratories. 
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AUSTRALIA 


NEW INTERFACE FACILITATES HANDLING OF TELEX MESSAGES 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Jul 79 p 16 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


PAKSONG POST OFFICE--At the first of this month the administrative authorities 
and a great many people of [Meuang] Paksong District, Champassak Province 
arranged a ceremony to formally open a post office in their district. This 
post office will receive and del*ver mail, i.e., letters and various 

packages to and from domestic and foreign locations. This will facilitate 
communication between the central echelon and the localities and will 

improve contacts between the people of the localities. [Excerpt] [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 23 Aug 79 p A 5] 
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SOUTH KOREA 


BRIEFS 


KOREAN ALPHABET COMPUTER TERMINAL--—Chongju--A computer terminal using the 
Korean alphabet was installed in the Umsong-kun County Office yesterday 

for the first time for public service in a ceremony which Chungchong-pukto 
Governor Chong Jong-taek and other dignitaries attended. The terminal, 
which will process all materials related te the county's 104,000 people, 
their land and crops, has been installed here at a cost of 356 million won 
in technical cooperation with the Korea Institute of Science and Technolgoy. 
[Text] [Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 23 Aug 79 p 8] 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


GIA LAI-CONG TUM COMMUNICATIONS--The Gia Lai-Cong Tum provincial post and 
telegraph sector has installed and put into operation some 15 days ahead 
of schedule a 170-km long Pleiku-Qui Nhon wire network. With this new 
wire network, communications activities between districts in this province 
and between it and the neighboring provinces have become more convenient. 
[Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 19 Aug 79 SK] 
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His Honour the Vice 
President and Minister of 
Finance and Develop- 
ment Pianning Dr Q.K.J. 
Masire on Wednesday 
read for the second time 
the Cable and Wireless 
Telecommunications 
Loan (Authotirsation) 
Bill, 1979. 

The Bill authorises the 
raising by the Government 
loan from Cable and 
Wireless Limited to provide 
Botswana with a modern 
and comprehensive system 
of telecommunications. 

When presenting the bill, the 
Vice President seid that 
everyone wes awere of the 
great difficulties in our tele 


communications system, and 
many people would heave 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOAN AUTHORIZATION BILL READ 


Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 17 Aug 79 p 1 


. tealised thet the situation hed 


slightly improved since the new 
3 000 line main exchange in 
Gaborone became operational, 
he said. 

“But this has certainly not so!l- 
ved all the problems’ he argued. 

He said tnat in technically very 
sophisticated systems, it is not 
only important to keep « certain 
Quality standard, but @ is also 
essential to maintain continuity 
in planning and im- 
plementation of various parts of 
the whole network. 

“Government therefore asked 
an outside company, Cable and 
Wireless Limited, to look at our 
whole telecommunications 
sytem in order to identify prob- 
lems, outline possible solutions 
and describe in broad terms a 
national investment prog- 
ramme™ Or Masire said. 

He said Cable and Wireless 
had spent 18 months in the 
country researching our tele- 


ll 


BOTSWANA 


communication facilities and 

they were “now familiar with our 
problems adding that they have 

both capital and manpower av- 

ailable to help us. 

Principally, he said, what gov- 
ernment wants from Cable and 
Wireless is a Continuity of man- 

over a decade in order to 
bring al! aspects of telecom- 


B 3 


antage that the installation 
of an earth station would mean 
that calis will not need to be 
routed through South Africa. 

“This is therefore a practical 
step in the direction of 
economic and strategic inde- 
pendence”. he added. 

The Vice President said it is 
Clear that any delay wili cause us 
great harm and agreement with 
Cable and Wireless must there- 
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fore be finalised as soon as pos- 
sibie. 

He said as part of the agree- 
ment, “Cable and Wireless will 
extend to the Government aioan 
of P10 millon and tis loan will 
be availabDieonce this Bill ss pas- 

He further said regarding the 
future organisation of this sec- 
tor, it «s the intention of Govern- 
ment to set up a Botswana T ele- 


tion will be run by a Board with 
Batswana in the majority and 
will own all the assests | 
those purchased with funds lent 
by Cable and Wireless. 

The Vice President said that in 
addition to the capital, Cable 
and Wireless wil! provide top 
level management whose first 


be directly responsibie to the 

Board which will be able to 

monitor and contro! the acti ites 
of the Corporation. 

‘The separation of Telecom- 
munications from Postal Ser- 
vices does not create extra costs 
as both services run nearly in- 
— of each other’, he 


“i oni it is a worldwide trend 
which was recommended for ali 
African countries during the last 
UN Conference on Transport 
and Communications Decade in 
Africa held in Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopia, in May this year. 

Dr Masire said it was thought 
that the Telecommunications 
development programme would 
involve the expenditure of P50 
million over the next decade in 
today’s prices. 

He said at the same time it is 
now necessary tm mount a 
now necessary to mount a ‘‘re- 
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The MPs Said it was necessary 
that the rura! areas should also 
be afforded automatic dialling 
system and hoped that Cable 
and Wireless would not delay in 
repairing telephones as is the 
case now. 

Tne Honourable MP for 
Okavango Mr Motsamai Mpho 
said the company should under- 
stand that they are businessmen 
and they need profit and we are 
also businessmen in need of ex- 
—_ plus good services from 

The Honourabie Minister of 
Commerce and industry Mr 
M.P_K. Nwako said the tele- 
phone system was one area 
where we must admit failure and 
hoped Cable and Wireless will 

The Honourable Minister for 
information and Broadcasting 
Mr Daniel Kwelagobe said he 
hoped Cable and Wireless will 
try to put more telephone linesin 
some of the remotest parts of the 
country. 

He also hoped expatriates and 
locals would work together 
harmoniously © so that this new 
baby can grow 

“We weld & also like to see a 
lot of training and to make sure 
that there is rapid localisation” 
he said. 

















SOUTH AFRICA 


NEW RADIO STATION IN TRANSKEI 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 10 Aug 79 p 6 


[Unattributed article: "Radio Station in Transkei" ] 


[Text] A new independent radio station, Capital Radio 604, 
will begin to broadcast on 26 December from Port Saint Johns 
in Transkei, 


In addition to the most recent music, short news items and com- 
mercials will also be broadcast, 


The radio service, in English only, hopes to capture at least 
10 percent of the advertising market within a year, said the 
marketing director of Capital Radio 604 at a news conference 
yesterday. 


Most of the technical work has already been completed, and the 
first test broadcast is planned for 26 October, The 500 kw 
transmitter, located at Herschel, will be able to emit such 
powerful signals that Capital Radio can be picked up as far 
north as Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, 


On account of electronic and sound wave factors, the station 
will broadcast to the Cape on short wave during the day, but 
in the evening on medium wave to the rest of the country. 


The proportion of commercial advertising will be no longer than 
nine minutes in every hour of broadcasting. Every hour, a news 
bulletin will be presented, the news to be received from SAPA, 

Reuters and UPI. Sports commentary and interesting talks will 

alternate with the music, 


The announcers will first -have to passa stiff test, to assure 
that they speak an "“accentless" English and have a good know- 
ledge of modern music, before they can be hired, 
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Although there are connections with Capital Radio in Britain, 
this transmitter will be fully independent, with the Government 
of Tianskei as its principal shareholder. 


After 26 December, when the station will begin its official 
broadcasting function, there will be 20 hours of broadcasting 
a day. 


8117 
CSO: 5500 
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JOURNALISTS' SEMINAR TO BE HELD Di TASHKENT 3-9 SEPTEMBER 
LD171806 Moscow TASS in English 1718 GMT 17 Aug 79 LD 


{[Text] Moscow, August 17, TASS--The role of mass media in social development of mankind 
and in international relations will be discussed by the participants in an international 
Seminar of journalists to be held in Tashkent, the capital of Soviet Uzbekistan, on 
September 3-9. 


The seminar will be held by the USSR UNESCC Commission and the Union of Soviet 
Journalists. Prominent mass media workers from 52 countries--mainly develop ing--expressed 
their desire to come for the seminar. These are directors of news agencies, information 
ministers, newSpaper editors, representatives of radio and television services, heads 

of schools and journalism faculties. They will exchange experience of establishing 
national information systems and training journalists. 


Taking part in the Tashkent seminar will be top officials of international Journaiist 
organizations and also American and West European mass media specialists. 


"The question of the role the mass media is bound to play in the life of mankind has 
been heatedly discussed in the recent years at international meetings of Journalists, 
at the United Nations and UWESCO, in the nonalignment movement, a TASS correspondent 
has been told by Yuriy Kashlev, executive secretary of the USSR UNESCO Commission. 
This has been prompted by the vigorous socio-political processes taking place in the 
world, the involvement of scores of young independent states in. the sphere of inter- 
national relations, the rapid scientific-technological progress. On earth tnere are 
now 25,000 radio stations and about 1,000 million radio sets, 400 million T.V. sets, 
8,000 daily newspapers”. 


"All this impelled international organizations, primarily UNESCO, to start studying the 
experience of different countries in using mass media. UNESCO supported the proposal 
of Soviet journalists to hold an international seminar, devoted to this topic, in the 
USSR". 


Soviet Usgbekistan, Yuriy Kashlev said, once a backward area, with 98 per cent of the 
population illiterate and with no mass media to speak of, in the years of Soviet power 
became a republic with developed economy and high culture. Published in Uzbekistan 

now are more than 250 newspapers and 140 journals. Practically every family now has 
radio and television. Uzbekistan is second to none in the world for a nmumber of indices 
in the sphere of mass media and mass culture. 
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Uzbek journalists will be glad to show to their foreign colleagues their accomplishments 
to share experience with thes. The participants in the seminar will go to editorial 
offices of newspapers, publishing houses, the television centre, Tashkent University, 
will visit Samarkand, the most ancient town of Central Asia. The hope is, Yuriy Eashlev 
said, that this experience will be valuable for Journalists from developing countrie:. 
As to Usbek hospitality, it is world-wide known. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


NORWEGIAN MARITIME SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS--The Norwegian telegraph com- 
pany Teledirektoratet is concluding negotiations with United Marine Elec- 
tronics Division Elektrisk Bureau concerning a satellite station for mari- 
time satellite communication which will be built near Eik, Rogaland. The 
station is planned for commissioning in the fall of 1981 and will connect 
telephone, telex and high-speed data traffic to and from merchant ships. 
The station is planned to serve the Scandinavian countri.s and also other 
European seafaring nations which will be invited to use the station. 

[Knut Lovstuhagen] [Excerpt] [Oslo AFTEN POSTEN in Norwegian 22 Aug 79 
p 23 LD) 


cso: 5500 
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ANALYSIS OF COMMUNIST USE OF TELEVISION POR POLITICAL ENDS 
Paris REVUE FRANCAISE DE SCIENCE POLITIQUE in French Apr 79 pp 184-202 


[Article by Francois Platone and Jean Ranger: "The French Communist Party 
and Audiovisual Methods®--To Want Them or Not?”) 


[Text] In the course of the past decade, the French Com- 
munist Party's realization of the importance of audiovisual 
methods in the political system had led party leaders to 
adopt a new attitude towards this form of communication. 
Television has become the Communist Party's main instrument 
for reaching public opinion, and the Communists’ relations 
with the official television network and information spec- 
ialists have improved markedly. At the same time, recogni- 
tion of audiovisual methods has affected the actual life of 
the french Communist Purty as regards both the form of its 
propaganda and certain aspects of the way in which it func- 
tions. In this area as in others, however, the consequences 
of the electoral setback in March 1978 and the crisis affect- 
ing the Union of the Left have led to a certain reversal of 
this trend and a more inflexible attitude on the part of 

the French Communist Party. 


The Communist Party was the first French party, and until a very recent per- 
iod the only one, in a position to tackle, as an organization, the problems 
relating to the use of audiovisual methods in partisan activity. The Soc- 
ialist Party, until its “renaissance” in the years 1973-1974, had in effect 
neither the membership and organizational potential nor the intellectual and 
technical skills that would have enabled it to take a serious look at its 
relations with the audiovisual means of communication. As for the parties 
of the majority, it was for them less a matter of working out an autonomous 





® This is the supplemented and revised version, based on the proceedings of 
the seminar and taking into account the events of 1978, of a paper which 
we had presented to the "TV and Elections” Congress organized by RAI 
[Italian Radio Broadcasting and Television Company]/Prix Italia in June 1977. 
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audiovisunil policy as of ensuring their control and use of the public radio- 
television facilities while at the same time taking advantage of their iden- 
tification with the govermment so as to influence the selection of the in- 
formation officials and spread their message by means of the governmental 
presence on the airwaves and on the T) screens. 


But the fact that the PCF was capable of integrating audiovisual communice- 
tions into its activity did not necessarily imply that it vanted to do so. 

As ve shall see, it was the conjunction of an analysis of the changes intro- 
duced into our political life by the “television revolution” and of critical 
reflection on its own propaganda activity that led the Communist Party to 
place television at the center of its apparatus for affecting French public 
opinion, even if this development may seem to have been brought into question 
by the recent hardening of relations between the PCF and the rest of the 
political systen. 


The PCF’s handling of audiovisual communications has manifested itself, 
mainly beginning with the 1970's, on two levels: reflection, followed by a 
new attitude, on the possibilities and modalities of use of the public tele- 
vision network; use of audiovisual techniques for the elaboration and diffu- 
sion of Communist propaganda, and the setting-up of the party's ow produc- 
tion facilities. 


The PCF’s Access to the Public Television Network: Hostile Territory or 
Privileged Place for Expression? 


The PCF’s relations with French television occur on several levels, which it 
is important to distinguish here. The PCF, its militants and its elected 
officeholders, are actors in political and social life, and as such, they are 
--among other things--subjects of televised broadcasts, mainly within the 
framevork of news programs. Hence it is a matter of interpretation of the 
Communists’ activity by the audiovisual press. Selection of facts, presenta- 
tion of them and possible commentary on them are normally beyond intervention 
by the party and therefore derive only to a very minor degree from its pro- 
paganda activity. The PCF, present on TV through the reporting of its ac- 
tivities, expresses itself only indirectly there. Even on the assumption of 
the most favorable treatment, the “coverage” of a meeting or the reporting of 
a demonstration transcribe an event which usua) ly has not been conceived 

with a view to televised broadcasting. 


The situation is quite different when the PCF iz called on to express itself 
directly on television, no matter what form ite performance takes. Whether 

it takes part in programs--possibly against sdversary positions--over which 

it does not have control, or is entirely respymsible for a block of sir time 
placed at its disposal by virtue of policy, the party appears here as locutor, 
explicitly responsible for the diffusion of its political message. In such 
cases, access to television definitely falls into the category of its pro- 
paganda activity. In addition, it poses more sharply the problem of the 
party's attitude toward the medium itself, considered from the point of view 
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of its technical possibilities and its own exigencies instead of being char- 
acterized simply as ome of the natural instruments of the dominant ideology. 
It is certainly difficult to wnscramble these various elements: the party 
expressing itself on a televised platform reproaches the televisio: organ- 
isms at the same time for manipulating the reporting of information to the 
advantage of the govermment and for refusing it the place it has a right to. 
Nevertheless, it seems to us that one can distinguish, over the recent years, 
an evolution which is taking the PCF from the position of being an outsider 
--manifesting much distrust, even hostility—-to an attentive consideration of 
national television. However, this evolution has been disturbed as a result 
of the crisis of the left and its electoral setback in March 1978. But the 
countermarch, obvious as regards the PCF’s attitude toward national tele- 
vision (and the various radio stations), does not seem to us to annul the 
fundamental new awareness of the role played by television and the new place 
that it occupies in the concerns of the Communist officials. 


Television as Hostile Territory 


Television appeared in France as a support for political action at the be- 
ginning of the 1960's, through the remarkable use which General de Gaulle 
made of it. That same time also marked the beginning of the massive spread 
of television: 988,000 sets in 1958, 1,901,000 in 1961, 6,489,000 in 1965, 
19,140,000 in 1969. Firmly controlled by the government, broadcasting slanted 
information, television was from the outset considered by the PCF as one of 
the government's principal means of influence, if not the principal one. 
Already in 1958, even before General de Gaulle’s coming to power and the real 
entry of television into the life of the Fren-h people, the Communist of- 
ficials were stressing its “particularly harmful role."/ Until a recent 
period, the presence of Communists on the little screer meant nothing to the 
party other than an accidental infiltration into territory held as a natural 
right by the adversury. By this very fact, the PCF’s appearance on tele- 
vision took rather «# defensive form, as if it were a matter of administering, 
from time to time, a modest dose of antidote to a public opinion that was 
being poisoned every day. Correlatively, this “reading” of the public tele- 
vision system insisted on the dissatisfaction of the public; it was postu- 
lated as a principle that the French were impatient--increasingly impatient-- 
with the “official” television and that they were gradually turning away 

from it. 


The very conditions of the PCF’s access to TV explained this analysis quite 
vell. It should be recalled that that it was quite recently that the parties 
were given air time which they can use freely, within the rules of law ap- 
plicable to each type of broadcast. Institutional participation was limited, 
until recent years, to election broadcasts, inserted into the official cam- 
paign and controlled by the public authorities. Such broadcasts have been 
aired regularly since 1965, but it should be pointed out that an official 
campaign on French television is held only for the legislative, presidential 
and referendum elections, with the local elections excluded. 
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M the other hand, within the framevork of the union of the parties of the 
left, the PCF was led in 1974 (as in 1965) to support the candidacy of Fran- 
cois “itterand in the first round, and found itself largely out of the pic- 
ture in a televised campaign reserved practically for the candidates only. 
From the time after the legislative elections of 1973 until the eve of those 
of 1978, the Communist Party therefore did not have the opportunity to con- 
ceive and carry out a televised election campaign. 


On the other hand, it was during this period that it very  msiderably broed- 
ened its area of presence through increasingly frequent occasional partici- 
pation in programs. Programs like "On Eqr«! Terms,” “Event,” or “Cards on 
the Table” gradually gave to the PCF--more precisely, to its natioral lead- 
ers--the possibility of expressing themselves on television, usually in the 
form of debate with a political adversary or a talk with one or more journal- 
ists. There was a time when each of these appearances was considered a vic- 
tory in itself, a significant setback for the enemy on his own ground. FPur- 
thermore, the television journalists, the organizers of these encounters, 

did not fail to use them as an argument to prove their independence from th- 
fovernment and to refute the PCF’s assumption of an amalgam between the poli- 
tical powers and the nevs professionals. 


It remains nonetheless that the PCF continued to deal with television in a 
hit-or-miss fashion, without any coherent program for use of this tool in 
its ongoing activity in political propaganda and mobilization. Weither in 
the sensitizing of its militants to televised messages, nor in the nature of 
its relations with the TV professionals, nor in its technical capacity for 
television expression had the PCF until recent years defined--or even out- 
lined--a doctrine taking account of television for what it had become in our 
society: a medium through which all political action must pass. 


A Yew Awareness of Television 


This rather alienated perception of the relations between the PCF and tele- 
vision is far-removed from the present conception, which explicitly tends to 
consider the little screen as the party's principal mears of exvression, 
which means--at least in perspective-—-the primary channel for its propaganda 
activity. In addition to the fact that account is taken of the de facto 
opening of television to the PCF and of the increasing presence of its lead- 
ers on the little screen, especially in the period which preceded the 1978 
elections, a reevaluation of this magnitude is obviously not independent of 
the general process of change that is affecting the PCF and that can be summed 
up in what the Communis'is call "the “ine of the 22nd Congress." Neverthe- 
lecs, in this area as in the other aspects of the party's activity, the change 
is gradual and sectoriai: it is expressed, starting from 1970-1971, in a suc- 
cession of initiatives and experiments, conducted at various levels and some- 
times having to overcome objective difficulties and psychological resistances. 
Nor is it free of sudden stops, even retreats, connected vith the periodic 
evolution of the PCF'’s relations with the rest of the political system. In 
this regard, the Communist Party's attitude towarcs television and radio can 
be considered a good indicator of its relations with the outside world. 
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In addition to the considerable increase in the editorial space devoted by 
L'HUMANITE to television activities, especially from January 1977 on?, the 
modification of the place assigned to television in the party's day-to-day 
approach is expressed by a new Communist "code" for relations with tele- 
vision, three dimensions of which can be distinguished: relations with people, 
technical thinking, the political plan. 


Relations with People 


In his report to the 19th Congress of the PCF (February 1970), Georges Mar- 
chais states: "It is necessary to give our propaganda a new style." In the 
period following, the Communist Party began to strengthen its propaganda sec- 
tor, placed under the responsibility of Rene Picquet, and to give it a new 
orientation. This orientation had to do especially with relations with the 
journalists--and those of television and radio in particular--who were going 
to find themselves under the sign of detente, after a long period in which 
anathema and public denunciation took the place of dialogue. From this point 
of view, the creation in 1974 of a "press office" attached to the central 
committee and the orientation given it showed clearly the concern to treat 
journalists as information professionals and not as politicians. This com- 
mitment to respect--even if it was a critical and vigilant respect--toward 
journalists was confirmed by the 22nd Congress of the PCF. In his report, to 
the central committee meeting in September 1976, on the problems of informa- 
tion, Georges Grisnat, in charge of the press office, dwelt at length on "the 
questions of journalism,” expressing concern about the moral and material 
working conditions of journalists, and hoping that relations between them and 
the Communist Party might be "stamped with great straightforwardness.” In 
addition, the officials of the PCF devoted themselves to demonstrating that 
the positions defended by their party in the name of pluralism go in the di- 
rection of the professional interests of the journalists, and that the latter 
have nothing to fear from an eventual varticipation in the government by the 
Communists, since the Communists reject any idea of revenge or purging of 

the information professionals. Moreover, these overtures met with some re- 
sponse from those concerned, since on 30 November 1976, for the first time, 
delegations from the Communist Party and from the National Union of Journal- 
ists' Trade Unions met at the headquarters of the PCF and adopted a joint 
communique. 


Holding to such a line is not always convenient, and even before the stiff- 
ening of 1978, L'HUMANITE was offering examples almost every day which run 
counter to this liberal attitude of principle. But the opening was mani- 
fested nonetheless in various forms: the rather favorable reception of the 
beginnings of the televised news report directed by Jean-Pierre Elkabbach on 
Antenne 2 (February 1977), publication of a talk with Roger Gicquel, whose 
performances on the TF [French Television] 1 news program were nevertheless 
criticized almost daily (March 1977), acknowledgement of the serious way 
in which the producers of "Cards on the Table” prepared their program with 
Georges Marchais (May 1977), etc. 
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Finally, there is a point on which--still in the name of pluralism--the PCF 
explicitly formulates a claim regarding choice of personnel: it periodically 
expresses its discontent with the complete absence (which is not at all true), 
on the staff of televised news programs, of journalists “of communist sensi- 
bility." These complaints have been constant, and the Communist Party has 
always expressed them no matter what the state of its relations with tele- 
vision. 


Technical Thinking 


The PCF’s efforts to give serious thought to “good utilization” of the tele- 
vision instrument are at least as evident as its desire for cooperation with 
the journalists. The party has taken pains to give its activity an image 

more easily useable on television. In this regard, we should note the attempt 
to get beyond the traditional form of the speech in favor of the debate, the 
talk, the interview. The television time slots assigned to the PCF within 

the framework of "free expression" of political forces have made use of doc- 
uments or on-the-spot investigation; thus, in a program which he devoted en- 
tirely to unemployment, FPene Picquet, member of the political bureau, com- 
mented on a report carried out in the Lorraine basin. More recently (Nov- 
ember 1978), the Communist group in the National Assembly used the air time 
allowed it within the framework of the broadcasts devoted to the parliamentary 
assemblies (TF 1) to present a report on the activity of two Communist dep- 
uties in their districts. 


Nevertheless, these efforts to break with the format of a televised statement 
pure and simple remain embryonic, especially if, beyond the form taken by a 
speech, one considers the quality of the person broadcasting it and the at- 
tention paid almost exclusively to the manifest content of the speech. This 
approach arouses, within the party itself, critical reactions against the 
"'naive' belief in the all-powerful effectiveness of the True Word," against 
a "logocentricity” consisting in "favoring exclusively the incantatory power 
of the True Word tirelessly repeated” and failing to recognize the “secondary 
messages" produced by any propaganda effort--positive identification effects 
in the 7V viewer with the person speaking when the propaganda is "staged" 
from this point of view, and negative effects when the existence of the sec- 
ondary meanings and of the propaganda is denied or neglected: "The desire to 
eliminate the secondary meanings by what one would believe to be a ‘degree 
zero' of the speech of persuasion will necessarily...lead to production of 
the most harmful secondary senses, such as ‘they think they're always right,' 
‘they're aggressive,’ ‘they're shitheads'...the list is long."3 This crit- 
icism is resulting in a call for increased use of the services of mass-media 
professionals for the scenario and “staging” of propaganda programs, con- 
ceiving them as "a fiction in the same way as a television news program, 4 
rugby match or a play,” and for having “real-life participants--rank-and-file 
members or sympathizers--join in," rather than the national leaders. In this 
regard, the criticism may seem excessive, since the use of real-life parti- 
cipants of this type too has already become one of the PCF's customary tele- 
vision practices: thus, on the 10 FR 3 "Open Platforms” allocated to the 
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Communist Party between February 1975 and February 1978, four of them had 
“rank-and-file” participants speaking. True, even in such cases it is al- 
ways up to a PCF leader to draw the conclusions and, in fact, to say what 
one is to understand and retain from the testimony produced.* 


These weaknesses can be explained in part by the necessity, in many cases, 
to use air time to deal--at a fast pace and without sufficient elaboration-- 
with immediate actuality. In addition, the constraints imposed by the 
broadcasting regulations--such as the prohibition against putting films into 
the "Open Platforms” of FR 3, which are necessarily taped ahead of time in 
the studio--seriously limit the possibilities of varying the forms of ex- 
pression. 


The Communist officials responsible for information, aware of the rather poor 
quality of the traditional political braodcasts (including the programs de- 
voted to the election campaigns), see them as seriously handicapped by com- 
parison with the political education and information programs: thus, an un- 
favorable image of politics--that of partisan propaganda--is considered as 
being opposed to an attractive image. Therefore everything, including the 
training of people, must be done to overcome this difference. We shall see 
below the ways in which the party sensitizes and initiates its militants in 
audiovisual techniques, but at this point we can note the considerable pro- 
gress made by the secretary general of the PCF in his television performances 
in the last 3 or 4 years, to the point that he is viewed by a good many poli- 
sietege and journalists, and a good part of the public, as a veritable TV 
star. 


The Political Plan 


A code of "good manners” and serious thinking about technical matters would 
be nothing for the Communist Party if they were not subtended by a political 
plan. This, in its clearest formulation, is the very one that we presented 
at the beginning of this study: using television as the principal vehicle of 
the party's policy. 


The consequences of this choice are many, from the PCF'’s constant pressure 
to seize or create every possible opportunity for presence on the little 
screen (proposals for freewheeling debates with the leaders of the majority, 
G. Marchais's acceptance of a dialogue with Andrei Amalrik on the Antenne 2 
news program in February 1977) to Georges Marchais's request to the TV 
cameramen to film the passages he considered most significant in his speech 
in Marseille in January 1978°, and inbetween, the use of TV in the negotia- 
tions to update the common program and the use of "Film Files" to denounce 
Colonel Erulin. 


The project is not proceeding without difficulty, mainly because of the very 
strong tendency to personalization, even to star-building, that constantly 
makes itself felt on television. For a party that has always wanted to pro- 
tect its leaders from the risks and seductions of careerism, television intro- 
duces some serious disturbances. If the political plan is to carry the de- 
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bate on the party's objectives and approaches to the public at large through 
the intermediary of television, those leaders who appear on the screen will 
quite naturally be valued or devalued by the success or failure of these ap- 
proaches. The extreme example of this difficulty is without doubt Georges 
Marchais's statement on the eve of the opening of the 22nd Congress of the 
PCF. The announcement of abandonment of reference to the dictatorship of 

the proletariat in the party's constitution, when the preparatory documents 
for the congress did not even allude to it, led to an internal party debate 
taking place in public. The membership, informed at the same time as were 
the French people as a whole, were led to react on the spot, without any 

real possibility--unless a major crisis in the organization were to be preci- 
pitated--of opnosing the secretary general's orientations. In this case, 

the televised message normally intended for the national community was sub- 
stituted for the normal mechanisms of party information. 


1978: “Turn Off the TV, Read L'HUMANITE!" 


The detente initiated in the relations between the PCF and the public tele- 
vision and radio system was affected considerably by the rupture of the Union 
of the Left and its ramifications: the electoral setback of 1978 and the 
stiffening of the Communist positions. 


The PCF's denunciation of the anticommunist campaign, for which it held both 
its usual adversaries and its recent allies responsible, was accompanied by 

a hardening of its attitude toward all of the media, accused of participating 
in this campaign. Toward television (and radio) in particular, the Communist 
leaders and journalists again adopted polemical tones which had been sup- 
pressed somewhat in the previous few years: "Day after day, where we are in- 
~olved, either one says nothing, or one manipulates, or one lies." 


Toward the journalists, denunciation is taking over again from critical dia- 
logue: in the same article, L'HUMANITE called R. Nahmias (Furope 1), 0. 
Duhamel (TF 1) and J.-F. Kahn (A 2) "Journalist servants"°; a few months 
later, a photo of R. Gicquel (TF 1) appeared over the caption "Remote~Con- 
trolled by TV" on the double page that L'HUMANITE devoted to the anticom- 
munist campaign, and in which J.-P. Elkabbach (A 2) is also impugned. 


The whole of the Communist Party's complaints about journalists can be summed 
up by remarks that Georges Marchais made to France-Inter on 19 October 1978: 
"At bottom, you see, you are all carrying on--like Pfister--an anticommunist 
operation of broad scope, designed to absolve the Socialist Party of the over- 
whelming responsibility it bears for the failure of the left in March 1978."9 
The next day, reporting on the treatment given to the broadcast during which 
G. Marchais made these remarks, L'HUMANITE added: "At 0760 hours, the jour- 
nalists of France-Inter receive Georges Marchais; at 1300 hours, they mani- 
pulate.” 


Furthermore, the sharpness of the tone used toward journalists considered as 
political adversaries more than as information professionals is not unanimously 
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evaluated in the same way within the PCF itself: "There is denunciation of 
the media that reaches a point where I do not go--to be very precise, when 
this denunciation tries to compensate for our own weaknesses, and to over- 
come them--poorly--by thunderous declarations against those whose main job 
is not to help the Communist Party to develop. Our denunciation of ‘bour- 
geois journalists’ then becomes a blunderbuss. The blunderbuss is a museum 
weapon, not very effective."10 


In addition to the deterioration of relations with the journalists, radio and 
television are again perceived almost exclusively as hostile territory and 

as institutions with which refusal to cooperate might be better than pres- 
ence on the screen, as evidenced by Georges Marchais's and Pierre Juquin's 
refusals to speak, respectively, on Europe 1 (17 February 1978) and on An- 
tenne 2 (12 September 1978), in protest against the attitude of these media 
toward the Communist Party. 


The PCF's officials are thus led to draw the conclusions from the distant 
stance they have taken by shifting the center of gravity of Communist pro- 
paganda and again assigning absolute, even exclusive, priority to use of the 
party's own press, as is expressed by the title of the editorial signed by 
Georges Marchais in the first issue of the new-format L'HUMANITE on 24 October 
1978: "Turn Off the TV, Read L'HUMANITE!"--an abrupt expression in slogan 

form which, as revealing as it is of a new state of mind, must nevertheless 

be considered relatively; it is--as indicated by the quotation marks enclosing 
this headline--a formula that is borrowed from others and is not to be taken 
literally, as is explained by G. Marchais: “Last Friday, the workers of the 
shipbuilding industry, demonstrating in Paris, were chanting ‘Turn off the 

TV, read L'HUMANITE.' Obviously, these workers do not want to b.eak their 


TV sets. But between vou and me, they have a lot of good sense: 


In 1978, therefore, one saw a reaction of withdrawal and stiffening vis a-vis 
the public radio-television system. However, this evolution is not fun- 
damentally figuring in the stock-taking in political life: "The essential 
part of information remains...what, day after day, is produced by the radio- 
broadcast and televised news programs, "11 And in any case, the use of audio- 
visual techniques, if not of the audiovisual institution, remains more than 
ever on the agenda. ; 


The Penetration of the Audiovisual into the Life of the PCF 


Beyond its participation in the programs of the public network, which is in 
resvonse to an offer by the institutional system and the modalities of which 
are defined outside the PCF, the latter has been led to draw the conclusions 
from its increased interest in televised communication, and it has done so 

in three areas: doing and distributing its own audiovisual production; trans- 
position of the virtues (7?) of the televised message into other forms of pro- 
paganda; the organization and functioning of the party. 





The PCF's Audiovisual Production 


[t was during the crisis of May-June 1968 that the thinking about propaganda 
began that was to lead to the setting-up of the party’s own instrument for 
audiovisual production. This reflection was done by a small number of mili- 
tants who became aware, on the occasion of the "Fstates General of the Cinema,” 
of the great weakness--quantitative and qualitative--in the production of 
political films that could be used by Communist propaganda. 


Starting from that point, the idea of providing the party with a tool enabling 
it to produce and distribute audiovisual productions suited to its needs 
made its way up to the leadership level. It had a successful outcome after 
the 19th Congress of the PCF (February 1970), which was followed by an in- 
tensification of propaganda effort, for which Rene Picquet assumed respons- 
ibility. In 1971 "Channel 10" was created, presented as a "modern service 
for production and distribution of audiovisual products,” and given the mis- 
sion of “furnishing, with the aid of technicians and producers of cinema, 
television, and sound, the aid which the party will need in these areas for 
its propaganda initiatives."12 It was also at this time that television 
techniques were used for the first time in public events put on by the PCF: 
closed-circuit television and use of an Eidophore big-screen projection ap- 
paratus to retransmit the debates organized for the L'HUMANITE festival (Sep- 
tember 1971), use of video montages in "“debate-assemblies,” etc. Subse- 
quently, use of audiovisual techniques was to become widespread in the party's 
propaganda activity. The most spectacular illustration of it was given in 
February 1977 by the achievement of a link putting into direct communication 
nine large French cities where meetings were being held simultaneously, and 
establishing a dialogue among these various gatherings, with Georges Mar- 
chais's speech at the Le Bourget meeting retransmitted directly to 29 cities. 


Meanwhile, "Channel 10" became 'INI/CI/TE (Cinema Television Audiovisual Unit), 
a commercial company legally distinct from the PCF, but in fact closely linked 
to it. Its directors are members of the party's propaganda section, and its 
activity is oriented toward response to the party's needs, even though some 
other organizations (trade unions, popular education movements, etc.) give 

it some additional business. 'NI/CI/TE states a fourfold activity: “pro- 
duction, distribution, research, training.” More precisely, its activity 

is carried out in four main directions: 


--production of audiovisual products (films, video montages, records, tape 
cassettes, slides, exhibitions). These products are generally prepared to 
meet a specific order, in most cases coming from the party, from any level 
whatsoever (central committee, departmental federation, municipality, etc.). 
Production of them is assigned to cinema or television professionals who do 
not work full-time for UNI/CI/TE, but collaborate with the PCF occasionally 
through its intermediary. 


--distribution of audiovisual products, whether prepared by UNI/CI/TE or not. 
Ip to the months preceding the 1978 elections, this distribution was governed 
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both by the concern to contribute directly to the PCF's propaganda and by 
more genernl cultural preoccupations, in which one could detect traces of 
the Cormunist movement's past involvement in cultural activities of broad 
sweep (the financing of Renoir during the Popular Front, creation of film 
clubs, etc.). Thus it is that the catalog of films distributed by UNI/CI/TE 
made available to interested organizations both "Joining Up,” a 25-minute 
film in a super-8 cassette, produced by UNI/CI/TE in 1976 and widely used 

on the occasion of “renewals of membership cards,” and "Life Is for Us" 
(Renoir, 1936), "The Battleship Potemkin" (Eisenstein, 1925), and "Why 
Strike?” by the vroducer Paul Seban, which was used as an introduction to 
the televised debate between Georges Marchais and Francois Ceyrac ("On Equal 
Terms," November 1970). But the size of the demand for these films, the in- 
tensity of the effort required of the propaganda sector upon the approach 
of elections, and the necessity of concentrating the main part of its acti- 
vity on immediate political “profitability” have led UNI/CI/TE to abandon 
the distribution of films not directly connected with the party's propaganda 
and to transfer the rest of its cinematographic patrimony to a federation 
of film clubs. This refocusing testifies to the essentially political and 
propaganda vocation of UNI/CI/TE, as well as to the modesty of its means, 
especially in terms of personnel (it has some 10 regular employees). 


--taking charge of audiovisual activities for various events: L'HUMANITE 
Festival, Marxist Book Days, congresses, meetings, etc. Here too, UNI/CI/TE 
calls on technicians who furnish their services outside the scope of their 
regular professional activity. By way of example, UNI/CI/TE's assistance 
to the central committee's stand at the L'HUMANITE Festival of 1974 con- 
sisted of: 

-films produced on a market of the Paris area, outside the Renault plants, 
and at a meeting of the Credit Lyonnais cell, intended for starting dis- 
cussion; 


-the setting-up of a television circuit including a big screen and receivers 
making it vossible to follow the discussions from outside the main hall; 


-videotaped reports, useable during the discussions in function of the way 
they developed; 


-a slide-projection screen for illustrating discussion of numerical or 
photographic documents. 


--assistance aid training, for party organizations and militants at all lev- 
els. Here, UNI/CI/TE plays an advisory role which enables the PCF to de- 
centralize its propaganda activity. It involves both helping the rank-and- 
file organizations to use audiovisual techniques themselves, and organizing 
training courses of both a technical and political character, often designed 
for propaganda officials from the federations or the big firms. These train- 
ing courses go well beyond the technical aspect of the problems and appren- 
ticeship to a propaganda method, and assign an important position to thought 
about the impact of television and the response to be made to it. 
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The Audiovisual in the Flection Campaign of 1978 


Although the diversity of the missions assigned to UNI/CI/TE testifies to 
the interest that the PCF's propaganda sector has in audiovisual methods, 

it should not create any illusions. Although these means are not ignored, 
they are at least weakly used in the party as a whole. As regards ("WI/CI/TE, 
a close study of its activity in the period preceding the 1978 elections}3 
shows that its role extends only a little beyond the Paris region, and that 
generally speaking, the idea (or possibility) of using its services remains 
limited. Thus, only 6 federations (including 2 in the Paris region)1* ap- 
proached UNI/CI/TE to ask it to make records designed to support the can- 
paigns of a total of 14 candidates. Likewise, of the 35 meetings in which 
Georges Marchais took part between November 1977 and March 1978 (12 in the 
Paris region, 23 in the provinces), only 11 had the benefit of UNI/CI/TE 
work, 7 of them in the Paris region. This relatively limited use of the 
party's audiovisual instrument is explained in part by the material obstacles: 
UNI/CI/TE's low project capacity, the financial possibilities of the federa~ 
tions (UNI/CI/TE's services have to be paid for). But in particular, the 
use of audiovisual methods is far from having become common practice and 
still meets with indifference, scepticism or reticence from a good many of 
the party's militants and cadres. Nevertheless, it is tending to spread, 

and many local initiatives--especially at the level of the Communist muni- 
cipal administrations, some of which have played a pioneer role in this area 
--must be added to the activities of UNI/CI/TE if one wants to take the meas- 
ure of the phenomenon. 


It should be noted that the PCF'’s audiovisual production--especially when 

it is done at the local level--frequently puts emphasis on an active rela- 
tion between the population-as-public and the party-as-producer. The place 
given in the video montages to the talks conducted among the population (who 
are then invited to come to see and comment on their own image), and the cir- 
cumstances in which these productions are used (meetings, debate-assemblies, 
collective actions, etc.), underline the mobilizing function assigned to 
this type of activity. It is a matter of giving the floor to those who are 
usually the receivers of the message, so as to make them, in their turn, 
actors in the party's propaganda presentation. This presentation then falls 
into the party-population relation process, which the Communists readily sum 
up, especially at the municipal level, in the three-part motto “information- 
consultation-participation." 


Mm the whole, it can be observed that the PCF has undertaken to go from being 
merely a locutor on television to being a producer and distributor of tele- 
vision products. It is in the process of providing itself with the means 

for mastering a propaganda technique whose considerable impact it has taken 
account of, so as no longer to be dependent on the “powers” in order to have 
access to the most modern means of mass communication. In this regard, the 
PCF's attitude toward the problem--a very new one--of the local radio sta- 
tions is especially significant. The Communist Party--favorable to recogni- 
tion of the local radio stations, on condition that they be given public- 
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service status and that they have autonomous management by an associated 
mroun of local elected officials, peyposentatives of the public radio-tele- 
vision service, personnel, and users dis now preparing its militants to 
take their place in them, if the proposal is carried out. As in the case 

of the sessions organized by the International Association of the Berre Coast, 
notably in July i978, or the occasion of the preparation of "Radi treuil.” 
or basing themselves on the work of the “Tele-Liberty” association,» the 
Communist militants can initiate themselves into the audiovisual techniques 
enabling them to derive the best advantage from eventual recognition by the 
law of local radio stations—-even, in the long run, local television sta- 
tions. These can offer the Communist Party a field of expression comparable, 
by its institutionalization, to the oublic system, and by its independence 
from the central powers, comparable to the party's own production system, 

the experience in which would then be valuable. 





Thus, even if this approach is the work of only a few militants, even if it 
is not without hesitation, blunders, and also reticence toward what is some- 
times verceived--and at the lighest level too--as ill-considered use of a 
fashionable gadget, it seems that the PCF’s conversion to the television mes- 
sage is a profound phenomenon that goes far beyond the mere use of nev 
techniques. 


Television as Model of Discourse 


The adoption of the type of discourse emitted by television is not limited 
to the audiovisual props of propaganda. The Communist press does in fact 
tend, to different degrees and in different ways, to express the desire to 
employ, to the advantage of the PCF's information activity and analyses, the 
model of discourse popularized by television. 


The Communist officials for press and propaganda, starting from the observa- 
tion that the discourse of television shapes the public's perception of 
reality to a great extent, seem to have undertaken to adapt its structures 
to their written production, which in large part is becoming an ongoing re- 
futation of this discourse as well as a rejoinder to it on the formal level. 


This phenomenon is particularly obvious if one considers the publications 
intended for a broader public than just the community of the party's mili- 
tants. Thus, L'HUMANITE-DIMANCHE, a weekly magazine with a much larger cir- 
culation than that of the daily L'HUMANITE. treats information in a manner 
close to that of television. In the subjects dealt with, in the use of il- 
lustration, in the references to televised programs which--apart from the 
many pages specifically devoted to them--furnish the opportunity to deal with 
one subject or another, the influence of television is omnipresent. In an 
area and for a public that are more narrowly defined, the same is true of 
the newspaper ACTION, which is circulated in the interprises. Yurthermore, 
it is not by chance that television people collaborate on these organs reg- 
ularly or occasionally: Jacques Fremontier, for example, was editor-in- 
chief of ACTION until April 1°78. 








The daily L‘HUMANITE itself, whose status as the party's official organ iz- 
plies constraints less easily reconcilable with the on-the-spot approach and 
the structure of television discourse, is no exception to the general ten- 
dency. The Journal's new format, brought out In January 1977 and then sodi- 
fied again in October 1978, clearly expresses awareness of television's in- 
fluence on the readers. This awareness of impact is visibly manifested in 
the space devoted to commentary and criticism on television rrograms, which 
have a full page of the paper every day--that is, four or five times as much 
space as before--and also in the other columms. Presenting the Communist 
daily's new format in 1977, its director, Roland Leroy, stated: "We have 
also wanted to tr*e account of the prominent position held by radio and tele- 
vision in everyda actuality and of the government's hold on these means of 
information. Thus we shall try to present throughout the newspaper our re- 
sponse to the p. -dDlems raised in this way, and we shall devote a special 
page to them. In this way ve intend to present our arguments every morning 
in the discussions continually raised in the factories, the shops and the 
offices by the programs broadcast on radio and television.”)7 One sees the 
degree to which the structuring, at least partial, of L'HUMANITE’s content 
by the audiovisual media is the result of a deliberate choice. 


Television as a Factor in Organization of the Party's Life 


Finally, one can gauge the importance which the PCF assigns to television 
and the role that it recognizes it has in political life if one considers 
the extent and diversity of the sectors in the organization and functioning 
of the party which find they have to keep up with television. 


The creation and development of UNI/CI/TE; the creation of the press office-- 
designed for developing relations with journalists as a whole, but oriented 
especially toward those who belong to the audiovisual world--and the naming 
of Georges Gosnat, an important personality in the Communist orgasization, 
to be its head; the strengthening of the propaganda sector ed the choice 

of Pierre Juquin to back up Rene Piquet: these are all tang.ble signs, and 
officially written into the party’s organizational structure, of the burst- 
ing of the audiovisual into the Communist universe. 


But in addition to the leaders and the central apparatus, the militants as a 
whole have been asked to reconsider their political practice--and first of 
all, to grasp firmly the importance of television in the milieu in which 
they are active. The account, published by L'HUMANITE, of a 3-day training 
course attended by militants from 43 large firms connected directly with the 
central committee is instructive in this regard, if only by its title.2 

The attention of these militants having been drawn to the impact of "this 
television which day after day influences the consciousness of 45 million 
persons,” they were advised to adapt their propaganda activity to it, so as 
to be in a position “to react to a television program blow for blow,” by 
diversifying the means employed--"the radio cassette, the short and sharp 
leaflet, making a statement by returt: mail, for example.” Nearly 10 yeers 
earlier, Roland Leroy was already stressing the necessity of “responding 
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faster and more directly to the argumen's of radio and tv."19 But the pro- 
paganda techniques are not effective all by themselves. They remain incp- 
erative if use of them is not subtended by a good knowledge of the message 
spread by television, which has to be analyzed in its complexity and its 
contradictions. It is necessary to “take account of this extraordinary 
medium of culture and of eaccwnulation of knovledge while at the same time 
exercising our critical spirit towards images which sometimes only appear 
to reproduce reality, and towards remarks which are only malignant, because 
they reflect the relationship of forces existing in our country.” But it 
is “impossible...to do this if one does not watch television every evening, 
which implies a considerable modification of the habits of both the ones and 
the others, starting with the times of meetings.... 


Under the influence of television's politico-cultural role, and of the idea 
which the PCF’s leaders have of it, the militants are therefore led to re- 

6ider both their perception of television and certain modalities of their 
practice as militents: their use of time becomes partly controlled by the 
television programs broadcast. This bespeaks the breadth of the changes 
introduced into the PCF by the development of the audiovisual. 


It also reveals the extent to which a return to an attitude consisting in 
ignorine the televised message and pitting the reading of L'HUMANITE against 
it ("Turn off the TV, read L'HUMANITE”)--with the latter becoming a sub- 
stitute for the former instead of a critical complement of it--would mark «4 
retreat from the evolution initiated nearly 10 years ago. The Communist 
Party obviously cannot hope to modify the reletionship of forces among the 
information media in the short run. The party press's penetration among its 
effective or potential clientele, including its closest sympathizers and per- 
haps its members, can no longer replece televised information. In this 
sense, the notion of a Communist “countersociety,” consuming its ow press, 
its own literature, its own amusements and festivities, is definitely dead. 
By a prodigious effort, and at the cost of a considerable waste of energy, 
the PCF could attempt to isolate its central nucleus--that is, the militants; 
but what, in the long run, would be their capacity for influencing the vorld 
around them? Truly, there does not seem to be any possible policy other 
than that of presence in all fields, which does not mean that this impera- 
tive is easily and immediately accepted. 
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BRIEFS 


ANTIRADIO OFFENSIVE EXPLAINED--It was not to muzzle the vpposition or to 
allow [Francois] Mitterrand to carry on his publicity efforts that Giscard 
gave firm orders in the “free radio br-*dcasts" affair. The President is 
worried by the autonomist movements and particularly by the "Free Corsica” 
broadcasts which are soon to be made from Italy. He is worried about the 
effect on France of what is occurring in Spanish Basque territory, so he is 
going to do everything possible to discourage the proliferation of “autonomist” 
broadcast stations. "Radio Steel" was tolerated in Longwy [Meurth-et-Moselle 
Department] only to avoid any further trouble in a region already severely 
hit by unemployment; such tolerance will not be shown elsewhere. [Text] 
[Paris LA LETTRE DE L' EXPANSION in French 3 Sep 79 p 3) 
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